CHAPTER    III
PARNELLISM AND CRIME
1887-91
ON April 18, 1887, The Times gave a new turn to the Irish con-
troversy by publishing in facsimile what purported to be a
letter from the Irish leader condoning the Phoenix Park murders1:
DEAR SIR,
I am not surprised at your friend's anger, but he and you should know
that to denounce the murders was the only course open to us. To do that
promptly was plainly our best policy. But you can tell him and all others
concerned that, though I regret the accident of Lord F. Cavendish's death,
I cannot refuse to admit that Burke got no more than his deserts. You are
at liberty to show him this, and others whom you can trust also, but let not
my address be known. He can write to the House of Commons.
Yours very truly,
CHARLES S. PARNELL.
This was printed in the first of a series of articles entitled " Parnellism
and Crime," the object of which was to brand the Irish leader and his
party as engaged in a revolutionary movement deeply stained with
crime.
The sensation which followed was enormous and for the time being
threw the Liberal supporters of Home Rule into deep dejection* It
seemed impossible that The Times, which for accuracy and infallibility
had an authority only second to that of the Bible, could have published
1 Lord Frederick Cavendish, recently appointed Chief Secretary for Ireland
and Mr. Burke, Permanent Under-Secretary, were assassinated in Phoenix
Park, Dublin, on May 6, 1882.
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